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them they were consulted not merely in great national
emergencies but in the ordinary affairs of everyday life, in
which they were expected to give information and advice
for a small fee. For example, Samuel was consulted about
lost asses,1 just as a Zulu diviner is consulted about lost
cows;2 and we have seen Elisha acting as a dowser when
water ran short.3 Indeed, we learn that the old name for a
prophet was a seer,4 a word which may be understood to
imply that his special function was divination rather than
prophecy in the sense of prediction. Be that as it may,
prophecy of the Hebrew type has not been limited to Israel;
it is indeed a phenomenon of almost world-wide occurrence;
in many lands and in many ages the wild, whirling words of
frenzied men and women have been accepted as the utterances
of an indwelling deity.5 What does distinguish Hebrew pro-
phecy from all others is that the genius of a few members of
the profession wrested this vulgar but powerful instrument
from baser uses, and by wielding it in the interest of a high
morality rendered a service of incalculable value to humanity.
That is indeed the glory of Israel, but ft is not the side of
prophecy with which we are here concerned.
More to our purpose is to note that prophecy of the inspired
ordinary sort  appears  to  have   been  in  vogue at   Byblus, ^t
the sacred city of Adonis, centuries before the life-time of
the  earliest   Hebrew  prophet whose  writings   have   come
down to us.    When the Egyptian traveller, Wen-Amrnon,
was lingering in the port of Byblus, under the King's orders
to quit the'place, the spirit of God came on one of the royal
marks  tattooed  on his  shoulders   in     tribe  of   South - Eastern  Australia  a
token of his holy office.    The sugges-     medicine - man    used   to   be    called
tion is confirmed by the prophet's own      " mekigar, from mcki,   ' eye *   or   "to
statement (/,<:.) that he had received     see,5 otherwise *one who sees,' that is,
the wounds in the house of his lovers     sees the causes of maladies in people,
("SHKD ITS) ; for the same word lovers     and who could extract them from the
is repeatedly applied by the prophet     sufferer, usually in the form of quartz
Hosea to the Baalim (Hosea, ii. 5, 7,      crystals " (A.. W. Howitt, The Native,
10, 12, 13, verses 7, 9, 12, 14, 15 in      Tribes of South-East Australia^ Lon-
Hebrew).                                                  don, 1904, p. 380).
*   I Samuel ix. 1-20.                                 6 That the prophet's office in Canaan
*  H. Callaway, The Religious System     was developed out of the widespread
of the Amaxulu, part iii. pp. 300 sqq.       respect for insanity is duly recognized
3  See above, pp. 52 sq.                        by  Ed.  Meyer,  Geschithte des Alter-
4   I Samuel ix. 9.     In the Wiimbaio      turns* i. 2. p. 383.